-65- 

An electronic interface for permitting a user to communicate subjective data 
information, the interface comprising: 

a parameter menu, said menu providing a user visible set of data parameters 
which may be associated with the subjective data information; 

a parameter canvas, said canvas being simultaneously visible with said parameter 
menu, and being usable by the user for identifying any of such data parameters 
that are associated with the subjective data information. 
The interface of claim 1, wherein all of the user's subjective data information is 
captured by such interface using said data parameters. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein all of the user's subjective data information is 
captured by such interface during the entirety of a data collection session using a 
single data collection screen. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein the subjective data information pertains to the 
user's mental impressions of an actual or proposed action and/or transaction. 
The interface of claim 5, wherein said transaction is an event or an item of interest 
to the user. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein the subjective data information pertains to 
lessons learned by such user associated with an action and/or transaction. 
The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters associated with the 
subjective data information are selected and moved by such user along a distance 
spanning from said parameter menu to said parameter canvas by physically 
manipulating an electronic pointing device. 

The interface of claim 7, wherein said distance is less than approximately half the 
width of said interface as seen by the user. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said identified data parameters associated with 
the subjective data information are stored as one or more electronic records 
corresponding to an electronic data picture. 

The interface of claim 9, wherein said data picture includes numeric data values, 
but is generated without numeric data input by the user. 
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The interface of claim 10, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 
physical location of said data parameters as placed by the user on said parameter 
canvas. 

The interface of claim 1 1, wherein said electronic data picture can be retrieved 

and modified at a later time by the user using such interface. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters can be ranked in relative 

importance by the user based on their location on said parameter canvas. 

The interface of claim 13, wherein a relative ranking between data parameters can 

be changed by the user by altering a relative physical arrangement of said data 

parameters on said parameter canvas. 

The interface of claim 13, wherein said data parameters can be ranked by both a 

relative horizontal and vertical location on said parameter canvas. 

The interface of claim 13, wherein said parameter canvas includes a gradient 

visible to the user for assisting in the ranking of said data parameters. 

The interface of claim 16, further wherein said parameter canvas conveys visible 

feedback information when the user is arranging said data parameters. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein when the interface is invoked by the user, an 

initial proposed data picture is presented to the user on said data canvas, which 

initial proposed data picture can be modified by the user. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters include data parameters 

visibly displayed in text format. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters include data parameters 
visibly displayed in symbolic format. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 
with a user's reasons for performing or engaging in a particular activity. 
The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 
with a user's mental impressions of an item or event. 

The interface of claim 1, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 
with lessons learned by a user concerning an event. 
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An electronic interface for permitting an operator to identify parameters 
concerning an action and/or transaction, the interface comprising: 

a menu providing a set of parameters available for selection by the operator, said 
menu occupying a first portion of the interface; 

a preference field occupying a second portion of the interface for visually 
displaying any identified personal parameters selected by the operator for the 
particular operator transaction from said set of parameters; 
wherein the operator can dynamically select such personal parameters in said 
menu and move them to said preference field; and 

further wherein said personal parameters are stored in a transaction record form 
usable by a computing system. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein the personal parameters describe one or more 
mental impressions of such transaction. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein said parameters are selected and moved by 
such operator along a distance spanning from said menu to said preference field 
by physically manipulating an electronic pointing device. 
The interface of claim 26, wherein said distance is less than approximately half 
the width of said interface as seen by the operator. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein said transaction record form includes numeric 
data values, but is generated without numeric data input by the operator. 
The interface of claim 28, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 
physical location of said parameters as placed by the operator in said preference 
field. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein said identified personal parameters can be 
ranked in relative importance by the operator based on their location in said 
preference field. 
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The interface of claim 30, wherein a relative ranking between data parameters can 
be changed by the user by altering a relative physical arrangement of said data 
parameters on said parameter canvas. 

The interface of claim 30, wherein said preference field includes a gradient visible 

to the operator for assisting in the ranking of said parameters. 

The interface of claim 30, wherein said parameters can be ranked by both a 

relative horizontal and vertical location in said preference field. 

The interface of claim 32, further wherein said preference field conveys visible 

feedback information when the operator is arranging said parameters. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein when the interface is invoked by the operator, 

an initial proposed arrangement of parameters is presented to the operator in said 

preference field, which initial proposed arrangement can be modified by the 

operator. 

The interface of claim 24, wherein said parameters include factors associated with 
an operator's reasons for performing or engaging in a particular activity. 
The interface of claim 22, wherein said parameters include factors associated with 
lessons learned by a user concerning an event. 

The interface of claim 22, wherein said transaction record can be retrieved and 
modified by the operator at a later time. 

The interface of claim 22, wherein said parameters can be customized by the 
operator. 

The interface of claim 22, wherein said interface also provides a visual 
comparison between data in said transaction record and other transaction records. 
The interface of claim 22, wherein said interface also provides visual feedback to 
such operator based on an evaluation of said data in said transaction record. 
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An electronic interface for collecting information for a data picture, the interface 
comprising: 

a data palette providing a set of data parameters available for selection; and 

a data canvas, separate from said data palette, on which said data parameters can 

be displayed and arranged arbitrarily by a user to generate the data picture; and 
wherein said data picture embodies information collected from the user and 

pertaining to the user's perceptions concerning a particular action and/or 

transaction. 

The interface of claim 42, wherein said data parameters are selected and moved by 
such user to a gradient on said data canvas by physically manipulating an 
electronic pointing device. 

The interface of claim 42, wherein said data picture is generated using a single 
data capture screen including said data palette and said data canvas. 
The interface of claim 42, wherein said data picture is translatable into one or 
more electronic records including numeric data values, but said data picture is 
generated without numeric data input by the user. 

The interface of claim 45, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 

physical location of said data parameters as placed by the user on said data canvas. 

The interface of claim 42, wherein said data parameters can be ranked in relative 

importance by the user based on their location on said data canvas. 

The interface of claim 47, further wherein said data canvas conveys visible 

feedback information when the user is arranging said data parameters. 

The interface of claim 42, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 

with lessons learned by a user concerning such action and/or transaction. 

The interface of claim 42, wherein said interface also provides a visual 

comparison between data in said data picture and other data pictures. 
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The interface of claim 42, wherein said interface also provides visual feedback to 
such operator based on an evaluation of said data in said transaction record. 
The interface of claim 42, wherein said parameters can be customized by the user. 
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53. A method of inputting data to a computer program, said method comprising: 

presenting a parameter menu to a user, said menu providing a user visible set of 
data parameters which may be associated with subjective data information; 
presenting a parameter canvas to said user, said canvas being simultaneously 
5 visible with said parameter menu, and being usable by the user for identifying any 

of such data parameters that are associated with the subjective data information; 
wherein the data input to such computer program consists of said data 
parameters identified by said user on said parameter canvas. 

10 54. The method of claim 53, wherein the subjective data information pertains to the 

user's mental impressions of an actual or proposed transaction. 
%P 55. The method of claim 54, wherein said transaction is an event or an item of interest 

j\ to the user. 

*l ■ 56. The method of claim 53, wherein said data parameters associated with the 

If IJ subjective data information can be selected and moved by said user along a 

g distance spanning from said parameter menu to said parameter canvas by 

y physically manipulating an electronic pointing device. 

UJ 57. The method of claim 56, wherein said distance is less than approximately half the 

U% width of said interface as seen by the user. 

2(T* 58. The method of claim 53, further including a step of storing said data parameters as 

one or more electronic records corresponding to an electronic data picture. 

59. The method of claim 58, wherein said data picture includes numeric data values, 
but is generated without numeric data input by the user. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 

25 physical location of said data parameters as placed by the user on said parameter 

canvas. 

61 . The method of claim 53, further including a step of ranking said data parameters 
on said parameter canvas. 
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The method of claim 61, wherein said data parameters can be ranked according to 
their physical arrangement on said parameter canvas. 

The method of claim 61, further including a step of providing a gradient visible to 

the user for assisting in the ranking of said data parameters. 

The method of claim 61, further including a step of providing visible feedback 

information when the user arranges said data parameters. 

The method of claim 61, wherein said data parameters can be ranked by both a 

relative horizontal and vertical location on said parameter canvas. 

The method of claim 53, further including a step of presenting an initial data 

picture to the user on said data canvas, which initial proposed data picture can be 

modified by the user. 

The method of claim 53, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 
with a user's reasons for performing or engaging in a particular activity. 
The method of claim 53, wherein said data parameters include factors associated 
with lessons learned by a user concerning an event. 

The method of claim 53, further including a step of providing a visual comparison 
between said data input and other data previously input using said parameter 
canvas. 

The method of claim 53, further including a step of providing visual feedback 
based on an evaluation of said data input. 

The method of claim 53, wherein said parameter canvas captures substantially all 
of the user's subjective data information. 

The method of claim 53, wherein all of the user's subjective data information is 
captured during a data collection session using a single data collection screen. 
The method of claim 53, wherein said parameters can be customized by the 
operator. 

The method of claim 53, wherein said data input by said user is utilized by part of 
an applications program executable by said user using a computing system. 
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A method for permitting a user to identify personal parameters concerning an 
action and/or transaction to a computer program, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a menu of one or more parameters available for selection by the user, 
said menu being displayed in a first portion of an interface visible to the user; and 

providing a preference field occupying a second portion of the interface visible 
to the user; and 

permitting the user to move any of said parameters to said preference field so as 
to identify such user's personal parameters associated with the transaction; and 

generating a data picture by visually displaying said personal parameters ranked 
in an order of importance to the user; and 

storing said personal parameters are stored in a transaction record form usable by 
the computer program. 

The method of claim 75, wherein all of the user's personal parameters are 
captured using a single data picture. 

The method of claim 75, wherein all of the user's personal parameters are 
captured during a data collection session using a single data collection screen. 
The method of claim 75, wherein the personal parameters describe one or more 
mental impressions of such action and/or transaction. 

The method of claim 75, wherein said parameters associated with the transaction 
can be selected and moved by said user along a distance spanning from said menu 
to said preference field by physically manipulating an electronic pointing device. 
The method of claim 79, wherein said distance is less than approximately half the 
width of said interface as seen by the user. 

The method of claim 75, wherein said transaction record includes numeric data 
values, but is generated without numeric data input by the user. 
The method of claim 81, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 
physical location of said parameters as placed by the user in said preference field. 
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The method of claim 75, wherein said parameters can be ranked according to their 
physical arrangement in said preference field. 

The method of claim 75, further including a step of providing a gradient visible to 
the user for assisting in the ranking of said parameters. 
The method of claim 75, further including a step of providing visible feedback 
information when the user arranges said parameters. 

The method of claim 75, wherein said data parameters can be ranked by both a 
relative horizontal and vertical location in said preference field. 
The method of claim 75, further including a step of presenting an initial data 
picture to the user in said preference fields, said initial data picture being based on 
prior data pictures previously entered by the user. 

The method of claim 75, wherein said parameters include factors associated with 
a user's reasons for performing or engaging in a particular activity. 
The method of claim 75, further including a step of providing a visual comparison 
between said data picture and other data pictures. 

The method of claim 75, further including a step of providing visual feedback 
based on an evaluation of said data input. 
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A method of generating a data picture using a computer program, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a data palette, said palette including a set of data parameters available 
for selection by a user of the program; and 

providing a data canvas, separate from said data palette, on which said data 
parameters can be displayed and arranged arbitrarily by said user to generate the 
data picture; and 

wherein said data picture embodies information collected from said user and 
pertaining to the user's mental impressions concerning a particular action and/or 
transaction. 

The method of claim 91, wherein all of the information collected from said user is 
captured using a single data picture. 

The method of claim 91, wherein all of the user's information is captured during a 
data collection session using a single data collection screen. 
The method of claim 91, wherein said data picture is stored as part of a transaction 
record which includes numeric data values, but said data picture is generated 
without numeric data input by the user. 

The method of claim 91, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 
physical location of said data parameters as placed by the user on said data canvas. 
The method of claim 91, further including a step of permitting said user to rank 
said data parameters on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 91, wherein said data parameters can be ranked according to 
their physical arrangement on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 91, further including a step of providing visual feedback 
based on an evaluation of said data input. 
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A method of permitting a user to input a data picture expressing mental 
impressions concerning an action and/or transaction, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a set of a plurality of individual assertions, said assertions being 
associated with such mental impressions; and 

displaying said set of assertions to the user in a first portion of a visible 
electronic interface; and 

permitting the user to select and move personalized individual assertions taken 
from said set of assertions to a second, separate portion of said visible interface, 
which separate portion acts as a data canvas for displaying such personalized 
individual assertions; and 

wherein said personalized individual assertions can be arranged by the user to 
create the data picture. 

The method of claim 99, wherein all of the information collected from said user is 
captured using a single data picture. 

The method of claim 99, wherein all of the user's information is captured during a 
data collection session using a single data collection screen. 
The method of claim 99, wherein numeric data values are assigned to said data 
parameters based on the physical location of said data parameters as placed by the 
user on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 99, further including a step of permitting said user to rank 
said data parameters on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 103, wherein said data parameters can be ranked according 
to their physical arrangement on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 99, further including a step of providing visual feedback 
based on an evaluation of said data input. 
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A method of capturing data concerning an actual or proposed transaction from a 
user of a computing system, said system including at least a keyboard and 
pointing device for inputting data, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a set of a plurality of individual assertions, said assertions being 
associated with mental impressions of the user relating to the transaction; and 

displaying said set of assertions to the user in a first portion of a visible 
electronic interface; and 

permitting the user to select and move individual ones of said assertions taken 
from said set of assertions to a second, separate portion of said visible interface, 
which separate portion acts to visibly display such selected individual assertions 
along a gradient; and 

permitting the user to arrange said selected individual assertions in a ranking 
order relative to each other along said gradient; 

wherein said data is collected from said user substantially without input from the 
keyboard, and said data is calculated based only on those selected individual 
assertions from the user. 

The method of claim 106 further wherein all of the information collected from 
said user is captured using said set of assertions. 

The method of claim 106 further wherein all of the user's information is captured 
during a data collection session using a single data collection screen. 
The method of claim 106, wherein numeric data values are assigned to said 
selected individual assertions based on their physical location as placed by the 
user on said data canvas. 

The method of claim 106, further including a step of providing a visual 
comparison between said data and data collected from said user during a prior 
data capture session. 
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A method of generating program data from user input data concerning an actual or 
proposed action and/or transaction, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the user with a palette of individual data parameters associated with 
the user's perceptions of such action and/or transaction; and 

permitting the user to select and move individual ones of said assertions taken 
from said set of assertions to a second, separate portion of said visible interface, 
which separate portion acts to visibly display such selected individual assertions; 
and 

permitting the user to arrange said selected individual assertions in a ranking 
order relative to each other so as to constitute user input data; 

converting said user input data into program data, by assigning numerical values 
to such program data corresponding to said arrangement of said selected 
individual assertions. 

The method of claim 111, wherein said numeric data values are based on the 
physical location of said individual assertions as placed by the user on said second 
portion of said interface. 

The method of claim 111, further including a step of providing a gradient visible 

to the user for assisting in the ranking of said individual assertions. 

The method of claim 111, further including a step of providing visible feedback 

information when the user arranges said individual assertions. 

The method of claim 111, wherein said individual assertions include statements 

associated with lessons learned by a user concerning such action and/or 

transaction. 

The method of claim 116, further including a step of retrieving and modifying 
said lessons at a later time. 

The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein said assertions can be customized by the user. 
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118. The method of claim 111, further including a step of providing a visual 
comparison between said data and program data collected from said user during a 
prior session. 

1 1 9. The method of claim 111, further including a step of providing visual feedback 
based on an evaluation of said program data. 

120. The method of claim 1 1 1 further wherein all of the user's information is captured 
during a data collection session using a single data collection screen. 



